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Statement on the Death of Marsha Pyle Martin
January 10, 2000

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
untimely death of Marsha Pyle Martin, the
Chairman and CEO of the Farm Credit Admin-
istration.

Marsha Martin was a lifelong advocate for
farmers, ranchers, and rural America. She
worked for more than 30 years in agriculture
and agricultural finance. As vice president of
the Farm Credit Bank of Texas, she was the
first woman senior executive in the Farm Credit
System. She was also the first woman to serve
as a director of the Farm Credit System Insur-

ance Corporation. And I was proud to appoint
her as the first woman head of the Farm Credit
Administration in 1994.

We will remember Marsha as a pathbreaker,
as someone who truly cared about America’s
rural communities and who sought not to hide
from change but to make change work for ordi-
nary Americans. We pay tribute to her achieve-
ments at the Farm Credit Administration. We
send our thoughts and prayers to her family,
for whom she cared so much.

Statement on the Resignation of Deputy Secretary of Defense
John J. Hamre
January 10, 2000

Today Deputy Secretary of Defense John
Hamre announced that he will step down from
his position at the end of March. I want to
express my deep gratitude to John for his out-
standing service to America.

Since becoming the Deputy Secretary in July
1997, John Hamre has been a respected, deci-
sive, and forward-leaning leader. He directed
implementation of the 1997 Quadrennial De-
fense Review and the Defense Reform Initiative.
He put in place a wide range of innovative
defense management initiatives and worked tire-
lessly on reforms of defense contracting. His
impact in these areas will be felt long after
his departure.

Dr. Hamre also was a pivotal adviser as we
ensured that the readiness challenges of our

Armed Services are addressed with necessary
resources. He was a driving force behind the
increase in the defense budget and the in-
creased benefits for military personnel that I
signed into law last year. He also led Depart-
ment of Defense efforts to ensure that their
critical computer systems were not affected by
Y2K problems.

Although I will miss his advice as Deputy
Secretary, I am pleased that the Nation will
continue to benefit from his vast knowledge and
experience in defense policy. I wish John Hamre
all the best as he moves on to become president
and chief executive officer of the Center for
Strategic and International Studies.

Exchange With Reporters During a Tour of the Grand Canyon, Arizona
January 11, 2000

Establishment of National Monuments
Q. Mr. President, what do you say to critics

who—[inaudible].
The President. I’ve been working on these

things since I first got here. Go back to 1993.

We had the Pacific Northwest Forest. We set
aside the Mojave Desert National Park in Cali-
fornia. We did Grand Staircase-Escalante back
in 1996. We’ve been working on the Florida
Everglades for years. This whole area of our
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national life has been very, very important to
me.

Keep in mind, I grew up in a national park.
I talked about this when I ran for President,
and it’s been a big part of our administration.
So when you come to the end of an 8-year
term, you have one year left, everything you
do obviously can be characterized in that way.
But if it’s a legacy for the children of America,
for hundreds of years into the future, then that’s
not a bad gift to give the future.

Q. What do you say to—[inaudible]?
The President. Well, I don’t agree with that.

This is the law. I’m acting pursuant to an act
of Congress established in the early part of the
last century and used since the time of Theo-
dore Roosevelt by every single American Presi-
dent except for three. Presidents Bush and
Reagan and Nixon didn’t use it. Every other
Republican and Democratic President in the
20th century has used this law. And I have used
it, and I believe that I’ve used it well.

We’ve tried to be, and we will always be,
sensitive to the concerns and the legitimate in-
terests of local people, but I think we’ve done
a good job with this. And I think that Secretary
Babbitt deserves a lot of credit. We’re here in
his home State. He’s worked this issue very
hard. And according to a survey I saw in the
local newspaper, over three-quarters of the peo-
ple who live in Arizona, which means big majori-
ties of Republicans as well as Democrats, be-
lieve this is a good thing to do for the future
of this State and the future of our country.
So I was very gratified to see that public sup-
port, and I think it’s a good thing to do.

Colombia Assistance Package
Q. Mr. President, on the Colombian money,

are you satisfied that there is enough nonmilitary
funds that are going there, enough economic
development, or is it—would you like to see
a different mix?

The President. Well, let me answer you in
this way. I think we should get as much eco-
nomic development and democracy preservation
and human rights support funding as we can.
I think it’s important that most of the money
go to helping Colombia deal with its drug prob-
lems and its other political problems and work-
ing with its neighbors to prevent the export of
drugs.

The mix in the package I have announced
today is the one that I believe has the right

balance of good policy and likelihood of passage
in the Congress. We consulted extensively with
Congress. I called the Speaker of the House
yesterday because I know he cares very deeply
about the conditions in Colombia, wants the
country to survive and do well, understands the
historic importance of Colombia as a democracy
in South America. And we want to do this to-
gether.

So I’ve tried to put together a package that
I thought was good on the merits, while being
very sensitive to the most interested Members
of Congress in what their priorities are, and
I’m really hopeful about it. But this is very,
very important to the United States, to our long-
term ability to protect our borders from drugs
and to our long-term commitment to having all
of our neighbors south of the border be democ-
racies and be good partners with us. And so
I hope that this proposal will find a ready recep-
tion in Congress from members of both parties.

Q. Mr. President, people say that the $1.3
billion just won’t stop the drug trafficking. Are
they wrong?

The President. No, they’re right, but that’s
not—but that’s a misleading statement. It will
make it better if the money is well-spent, and
it will dramatically strengthen and solidify the
Colombian Government in its struggle to pre-
serve democracy, preserve economic growth,
and preserve order in the country and be a
good neighbor to all of its partners, not just
the United States but the neighboring countries
there that are threatened with destabilization.

So will it solve all the problems? Of course
not. Will it make a big difference? It certainly
will. I talked to President Pastrana last night;
he certainly thinks it will make a difference.
And as I said, this is something I believe both
Republicans and Democrats in Congress who
know about Colombia care a lot about, and I
hope it will pass quickly.

Gov. Jane Dee Hull of Arizona
Q. Are you disappointed that the Governor

did not join you today?
The President. She would have been welcome,

but I’m gratified that we’re doing it. I want
to thank Congressman Pastor for being here and
Congressman Farr from California for being
here and the representatives of the Park Service
and the Bureau of Land Management. And the
most important thing is, I want to thank the
people of Arizona for their expressed opinion
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in that survey supporting this, because this will
primarily benefit the children, the grand-
children, the great-grandchildren for generations
yet to come in this State and people who will
be nearest this magnificent area.

Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:30 a.m. in the
Tuweep Valley. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to President Andres Pastrana of Colombia.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this exchange.

Statement Announcing an Assistance Package for Colombia
January 11, 2000

Today I am announcing an urgently needed,
2-year funding package to assist Colombia in
vital counterdrug efforts aimed at keeping illegal
drugs off our shores. It will also help Colombia
promote peace and prosperity and deepen its
democracy. Building on our current efforts, over
this year and next, our resulting support would
total over $1.6 billion.

President Pastrana’s inauguration in August
1998 brought to Colombia a new spirit of
hope—for deeper democracy, for broader pros-
perity, for an end to that country’s long civil
conflict. But increased drug production and traf-
ficking, coupled with a serious economic reces-
sion and sustained violence, have put that
progress in peril.

President Pastrana has responded with a bold
agenda—Plan Colombia. It provides a solid,
multifaceted strategy that the United States
should support with substantial assistance. We
have a compelling national interest in reducing
the flow of cocaine and heroin to our shores
and in promoting peace, democracy, and eco-
nomic growth in Colombia and the region.
Given the magnitude of the drug trafficking
problem and their current economic difficulties,
neither the Government of Colombia nor its
neighbors can carry the full burden alone.

In fiscal year 2000, much of our support will
be focused on a one-time infusion of funds to

help boost Colombia’s interdiction and eradi-
cation capabilities, particularly in the south.

The package will also include assistance for
economic development, protection of human
rights, and judicial reform.

Our bilateral aid to Colombia will be supple-
mented by multilateral agencies. The World
Bank and Inter-American Development Bank
are considering hundreds of millions of dollars
in loans for Colombia next year. The IMF has
already pledged a $2.7 billion extended fund
facility to help jump-start the economy. And we
will also continue to encourage our allies to as-
sist Colombia.

The obstacles to a better future for Colombia
are substantial. We expect it will require years
before the full benefits of Plan Colombia are
felt. But I believe that with our support and
that of other donors, Plan Colombia can soon
accelerate Colombia’s nascent economic recov-
ery. Over the longer haul, we can expect to
see more effective drug eradication and in-
creased interdiction of illicit drug shipments.

Strengthening stability and democracy in Co-
lombia and fighting the drug trade there is in
our fundamental national interest. So, with
President Pastrana and with our Congress, we
must and we will intensify this vital work.
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